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owner and showed him the door, without even looking at
his face.

But the caller was adamant and came to the shop,
the next day also.

'I say, I know how much wealth you have/
If so, should I be giving it away to you, in heaps?'.

'I am aware that even the ruler of the Vijayanagar
empire has at times sought your help.'

'He will borrow and return promptly. But you are
penniless; therefore quit this place.' The shop-owner
had again not raised his head to see the visitor.

The old man however kept on calling at the shop
everyday, for about six months. But, Seenappa Naik
continued turning him out, without even seeing him.

At last, one day, he contemptuously threw a
worthless coin in the hands of the old man. saying, 'You
have this for performing the upanayanam of your son.'

The old man was taken aback when he saw that it
was only a pie that had been offered to him - a coin of
least value" and that too a worthless one that cannot be
exchanged.

'Oh, how can I perform upanayanam with this?
Please be merciful -'

'Even this mercy has been extended, only because
you have been coming daily bothering me. Now get lost
from here,' shouted Srinivasa Naik and drove the old
man from there as usual, without seeing his face.
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